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Review article

Issues with the use of assistive technologies in an aging society
Kiyoshi Nawai, Satomi Kobayashi, Kazunori Sato

Department of Physical Therapy, Faculty of Health Science,

Tsukuba International University
Abstract

It has become standard practice to classify human health status based on the International Classification of
Disability, Function, and Health (ICF). Health can be maintained by adjusting various fields included within
the ICF. The aging process is associated with various types of physiological decline, which can cause
impairments to physical and mental functions and structures; this results in activity limitations. Assistive
Technologies are effective in helping people deal with such activity limitations, and expansions within
Assistive Technologies are desired. To expand Assistive Technologies, it is important to promote
partnerships between individuals in health care and engineering fields. Health care practitioners need to
actively convey to engineers elderly adults’ needs that can be aided by Assistive Technologies. Subsequently,
engineers need to develop user-friendly technologies that offer both convenience and safety. In the context of
Japan's system of long-term care insurance for the elderly, there are issues that need to be addressed both in
terms of systems where Assistive technologies can be actively used during rehabilitation and sufficient
training for Assistive technologies specialists.

(Med Health Sci Res TIU 4: 1-8 / Accepted 30 May, 2012)
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