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Report

Volunteer activity as a physical therapist
after the Great East Japan Earthquake

Satomi Kobayashi', Rie Hatahara®

"Department of Physical Therapy, Faculty of Health Sciences,
Tsukuba International University.

*Hokkaido Woman Enterpriser rimrim Limited Liability Partnership.
Abstract

The Japanese Physical Therapy Association sent physical therapists as volunteers after the outbreak of the
Great East Japan Earthquake. The volunteering period was from April to September. Sixty-two volunteers
were sent to Iwate prefecture, 46 to Miyagi prefecture, representing a total number of 108. The author could
experience volunteer efforts for a week from the end of August to the beginning of September in Miyagi
prefecture and is going to report the situations of the site at that time, details of the volunteer activities and
problems I recognized through the activities. (Med Health Sci Res TIU 3: 115-124 / Accepted 6 March 2012)

Key words: Volunteer for disaster, Disuse syndrome, Delivery of assistive devices



