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Abstract

The aims of this paper were to investigate the current job behaviors of Japanese midwives
and to identify factors that influence them. A mail survey of midwives in Japan yielded 673
completed questionnaires (response rate: 55.2%). Results revealed that large proportions of
midwives in the study reported that they "perform willingly" on the following two out of 20
items: "Diagnose start and progression of delivery" (55.3%) and "Decide when vaginal delivery
assistance is needed" (55.3%). On the other hand, fewer midwives reported they perform
willingly on the following two items: "Support women's right to choose" (23.8%) and "Plan,
execution and evaluation to support the mother and her family" (25.4%). Results also
demonstrated that midwife job behaviors were associated with personal perceptions such as
"Autonomy" (correlation coefficient, r=.671), "Establishing values standards" (r=.662),
"Awareness of reasonability" (r=.646), "Professional identity" (r=.588), and "Job satisfaction"
(r=.586). In addition, job behaviors of midwives were also influenced by external factors such
as "Assigned work location" (correlation ratio, n=.487), "The employing institution" (1 =.470),
"Presence of an obstetrician" (n =.465), "Job title under birth certifier" (n=.426), and
"Relationships between midwives and doctors or other staff members" (r=.404).
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