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An analysis of mutual peer comments to technical exercise reports
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Abstract

Background: Peer feedback for learning is widely used in the fields of language education or writing
assignments in higher education. Healthcare professional is expected to exchange information about the
clients and the treatment they do through reading and writing documents. It is beneficial for students of
healthcare studies to experience reading peers’ writing and giving feedback instead of only submitting
assignments and receiving assessments from instructors.

Purpose: We examined mutual peer feedback comments to technical exercise reports among nursing students,
to be used as references for reflection of education.

Method: We have conducted an experiment of mutual peer feedback comments to short report assignments of
technical practice among nursing students in their third year of college. The comments were analyzed using
KJ Method.

Results and Discussion: To examine the contents of feedback comments, 622 feedback segments from 58
writings anonymously reviewed by other classmates. As a result, content-related comments prompting to
revise the contents or expressions accounted for 33.4%, and most of them were reasonable. On the other hand,
about 60% of the total number of comments were those of sentiment, such as agreement, sympathy and
compliment, which hardly contribute to improve the quality of the text. Implications to encourage content-

related comments to effectively use peer feedback method are discussed.

Keywords: teaching method, educational evaluation, technical exercises record, nursing student, peer

comment





