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Abstract

We conducted a survey to understand what medical college students have learnt in the past about
transplantation medicine. Most of them stated that they learnt about transplantation during high school
(manuscript in preparation). Therefore, we decided to ask high schools in Ibaraki Prefecture about the
education imparted about transplantation. We sent a questionnaire about class-opening, the name of subject,
year, time, and educational content. Responses were received from thirty-one schools. The results obtained
from the questionnaire were as follows. Ninety-four percent of the schools conducted classes on the topic. The
names of the subjects that included the topic were, Contemporary Society, Health and Physical Education,
Advanced Biology, and Special Activities. The duration of the class was mostly between 50 to 100 minutes.
The most common topics discussed in these classes included, “the existence of an organ donation intention
display card” and “what is brain death.” Other topics like, “importance of life” and “law revision and its
contents-change of consent requirements,” were also discussed. To determine the kind of education on
transplantation available in the country and to compare the above mentioned results, we investigated the
contents of the textbooks used by high schools. It was observed that high school education on brain death and
organ transplantation in Ibaraki Prefecture is conducted through multiple subjects with a wide range of
contents. Also, it was observed that attention is paid to the importance of capturing the subject independently

with a bioethical perspective.

Keywords: bioethics education for high school students, brain death and organ transplantation, high school

education, high school textbooks



