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Learning of students after Nursing Process exercise by
Gordon's functional health pattern using example of
elderly people with dementia
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Department of Nursing, Faculty of Health Science,

Tsukuba International University
Abstract

The present study is the first trial to apply the Gordon's Functional Health Patterns for
unifying the teaching methods of the Nursing Process among the specialized fields of nursing
in undergraduate Nursing course. In the seminar for gerontological nursing, elderly people
with dementia were used as a practice-example. The purpose of this research was to clarify
the influence of the seminar on the student's learning. We analyzed the reply of 54 students
for the questionnaires of the free description form about the learning and impression. A total
86 of codes was obtained: 60 of those codes were the contexts that the students felt difficulty;
and 26 were the contexts that the students felt to be able to learn. Categories were named
“Case of elderly people with dementia,” "Development of nursing process,” and “Relation to
other specialized nursing fields.” The students felt difficulty for understanding of elderly
people with dementia, while they studied the necessity for deployment of the nursing process
based on the feature of dementia. The results suggest that the unified teaching methods of the
Nursing Process among the specialized nursing fields are effective as reiterative learning.
Such attempts should be performed on each class of the specialized fields of nursing.

(Med Health Sci Res TIU 1: 67-76)

Keywords: Students; Gerontological nursing; Dementia; Nursing process; Gordon's
functional health patterns



