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I like the Japanese language. Sure, it's one of the more difficult ones for native English
speakers to learn, but there are things about it that are pretty efficient.

For example, the workplace greeting "Otsukaresama desu" ( 1 ) in English, but it's a
nice way to acknowledge the hard work someone has put in. However, as useful as many Japanese
expressions are, sometimes my students get too focused on ( 2 ) them directly into English.
And it's this reliance on direct translation that can make life difficult for people trying to learn
another language.

(3)Direct translation is useful for a lot of words, but many phrases just can't be translated in

this way. The worst is a word-for-word translation of expressions — something you still find on
many online translators. You can see this in badly translated English menus and signs, where
someone didn't bother or ( 4 ) to ask a professional to have the language checked.

My students often give me good examples of why direct translation doesn't work. They may
say "It takes away my fatigue," which is grammatically correct, but sounds very ( 5 ) indeed.
What they probably mean to say is "I find it relaxing." The other day, a student was trying to
explain a word to me by saying "fall ball" repeatedly. I can usually ( 6 ) what my students
are trying to say but this time I was stumped. A fall ball? Like, a formal social dance during
autumn?

Eventually, I figured out he was trying to explain ( 7 ), which literally sounds like "fall
ball." Instead of directly translating it, he should have tried to associate the Japanese word
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( 7 ) with English words like "money," "New Year's Day," "give" or "children." (8) That

would have led to the English translation "New Year's money." They were incredulous. "What?!

That's so easy!" they all cried.

Word association is a very useful and powerful technique. I recommend it to my students to
help them explain aword. And it helps students think in another language — which is ( 9 )
than a literal translation or looking up a word in a dictionary. It's even better if the association is
something personal. Some of my students were having ( 10 ) remembering the action "fall
asleep” until one of them associated the word with a colleague everyone knew. "Mr. Ono!" he
shouted, and everyone laughed, as they knew exactly who always falls asleep during meetings.

Like anything, using word association to break the habit of direct translation takes patience
and practice. But it's a useful skill to have, as you keep everyone engaged and involved. Nothing
kills a conversation quite like looking up the dictionary app on your phone. Give it a go and watch

your vocabulary grow.

(Samantha Loong, Word Association, The Japan Times ST, January 12, 2018)
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exists
doesn't exist

don’t exist
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will exist
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how to translate
what to translate

where to translate
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who to translate
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affordable

afford

couldn't afford

will be able to afford
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@ sharp

(2 mysterious
3 colorful
@ strange
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@D work out

@2 pass by
(3 put aside
@ get out of
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otoshidama
kadomatsu

hatsumoude
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fukuwarai
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fast
faster

much faster
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fastest
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difficulty
awareness

flexibility
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possibility
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I really need to start eating healthier.
I have to start eating better too.
I try my best to eat only fruits, vegetables, and chicken.

Is that really all that you eat?

e wewe

That's basically it.

How do you stick to only those foods?

Actually, fruits and veggies are really good for you.

[ mainly eat baked chicken, because there's not a lot of fat.

I know it does, and that's because it is.

@ wewe

What are you going to have along with your sandwich?
What's your favorite kind of fruit?

I really only eat apples and grapes.

Green apples are the best!

Green apples don't taste good to me.

Why is that?

You only like red apples?

Red apples are great.
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They're not as good as green apples.
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That does sound pretty good.
They are way too sour for my taste.

Do you mind if I asked you any questions?
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I may have a piece of fruit.
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What kind of food do you usually eat?

How long hours has that pain kept killing you?
What is your favorite kind of apples?

Yes, I know, but what about the chicken?

OK, one more thing to confirm.
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1. asudden shaking of the earth's surface that often causes a lot of damage
2. to rest your mind and body, usually at night when you are lying in bed
3. set of moving stairs that take people to different levels in a building
4. one of the hard white objects in your mouth to bite and eat food
5. to fasten something such as a door or a container, usually with a key
6. astrong feeling of wanting to have or to do something
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@ sleep
@ trap
(3 earthquake
@ desire
(& escalator
© digest
@ lock
tooth
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There is no for doubt that he is terribly sick.

@D time

2 room
3 more
@ one

Mark stood energy drink.

drink
drinking
drinked
to drink
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My father is packed train during rush hour.

@O confused in

(@ hate on
3 sick of
@ haunt to

The national team of our country won't let their fans .

cry
booing

down
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hope

Last week I in the volunteers in my hometown.

@D recruit
2 took part
(3 complete
@ collect



I devoted all my time English.

@ to study
@ to studying
3 for study

@ for studying

My PC needs by the end of this week.

repaired
bring repaired

be repaired
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repairing

I would like a reservation for all of us.

you make
you made

you making
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you to make



